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Family time with Mom 
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New Father’s Day Outfits! 
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6th Wings Family Day  

Northeast Reintegration Center for Women 
Cleveland, OH 
06-15-17 
 
The 6th Wings Family Day at the Northeast Reintegration Center for Women in Cleveland, OH 
was held on June 15, 2017. There were 130 children, adult family members, inmates, and 
volunteers who attended the Family Day.  The volunteers came from Columbus, Elyria, Baltimore, 
MD and Albuquerque, NM.  

On Thursday we arrived at the prison and were quickly escorted into the visiting room by Chap-
lain Robin Breidinger. The volunteers and family members did a great job of helping set-up for 
the Family Day. Once the women had finished eating in the dining room, the volunteers and family 
members carried all the supplies into the dining room and we finished with the set up.  

As the families arrived, Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one another, found out 
favorite hobbies, and where people were from and discovered fun things to do in their 
hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another and before the 
inmates arrived, all the families had already had a good time. 

Next the women arrived and we were ready to start the Family Day. Chaplain Robin opened the 
Wings Family Day in prayer. The inmate band members, children, and family members helped 
Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not 
singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got 
everyone in the mood to have a great time and realize that this WAS fun and that everyone 
WAS going to have a great time.   

The inmate praise band invited the children to come up and do motions for “Lord I Lift Your Name 
on High” and “Jesus Loves Me”. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son, as we were celebrating FATHER’S Day.  The father, 
(Chaplain Breidinger), the older son, and younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Dancing 
women”, children as “pigs”, and “card dealers” were also dressed in costume.  The audience was 
divided with half supporting the younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the older 
son – “What about me?”  Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and 
fun, the Chaplain reflected about the story.  He reminded us that our FATHER will always come 
running to us, and always welcome us home, no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very 
meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, including Lynn Novak, and Kim 
Crabill, from Baltimore, MD.  At the end of the Family Day the families were given copies of Kim’s 
book. 

During this time the ladies were busy making Father’s Day cards and bookmarkers with their 
children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of 



newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone 
creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of “junk” was used to decorate 
the men in the room.  (Napkins, paper bags, newspaper, paper plates, and curling ribbon.) Each 
table decorate the man at their table.  The new “outfits” were hilarious and great fun was had by 
all and laughter filled the room. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Father’s Day Family Day today because: 
1. To see me mom. 
2. To see my loved ones. 
3. To see our loved ones. 
4. My sister invited me. 
5. I wanted to spend time with my sister freely. 
6. I was invited by my daughter. 
7. I wanted to. 
8. My mom is here. 
9. My daughter wanted me and her daughter to come for a fun time. 
10. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
11. To see my mom. 
12. To see my family. 
13. To have fun with my family. 
14. To spend time with my sister and bring her kids. 
15. To have fun with my mom. 
16. They just said it was a family event. 
17. I wanted to see my sister. 
18. I miss my family. 
19. I wanted to see my sister. 
20. My daughter invited us. 
21. I wanted to spend time with family. 
22. To see loved ones and not be separated. 
23. Support my sister. 
24. I wanted to support my sister. 
25. I wanted my daughter to spend time with her kids. 
26. Family visit with daughter. 
27. My daughter invited me. 
28. I was invited by an inmate. 
29. To bond with my family. 
30. Got to spend some time with my family. 



31. My daughter-in-law invited me and I brought my 2 grandchildren. 
32. I wanted to see my mom. 
33. Visit my mom. 
34. To see my lovely wife. 
35. To see my niece. 
36. To spend time with family. 
37. Came to see my mom and family. 
38. Because I never come to see my mom. 
39. To see my family. 
40. To see and celebrate with my family. 
41. To see my daughter. 
42. I brought my grandson to see his mom. 
43. I wanted to see my mom. 
44. So I could see my aunt. 
45. To see my granddaughter. 
46. I wanted to see my daughter and spend some quality time. 
47. I wanted to spend time with my mom. 
48. I wanted to spend time with my child. 
49. To allow God to work with me and my family. 
50. I wanted to see what it was all about. 
51. My mother told me to come. 
52. The kids. 
53. My loved one invited me. 
54. I was invited by my daughter. 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Crafts and everything. 
2. We enjoyed it all. 
3. The crafts and the story. 
4. The play. 
5. Loved one’s testimony. 
6. Eating with my family. 
7. Spending time with my mom. 
8. Seeing daughter and hearing the stories. 
9. Crafts with my daughter, the play, and story time. 
10. Helping out. 
11. Dancing and singing. 
12. Seeing my mom. 
13. Hugging my children. 
14. The kids, and family singing together. 
15. Eating a meal together. 
16. Seeing my mom. 
17. The actors as servants. 
18. Seeing my son. 
19. Spending extra time with loved one and fellowship. 



20. Seeing my son. 
21. Hugging my family. 
22. Seeing my sister. 
23. The fellowship and my Father’s Day card. 
24. Being able to spend time with my aunt. 
25. Spending time with my kids doing crafts. 
26. Spending time as a family. 
27. Seeing my mom. 
28. The singing. 
29. Pizza and books. 
30. Fun time and meeting new people. 
31. The fun activities and the play. 
32. The skit and the arts and crafts. 
33. Eating dinner with my family and the play. 
34. Prodigal Son play. 
35. Crafts with my mom and the books. 
36. Bible story and play. 
37. Seeing my mom for the 3rd time in 5 years. 
38. Seeing my wife. 
39. The crafts. 
40. To hang out with family members. 
41. Hanging out with my family. 
42. The food. 
43. Spending time with family. 
44. Seeing my baby girl. 
45. The arts and crafts. 
46. Meeting new people. 
47. Singing and discussion of Wings program. 
48. The crafts. 
49. Doing crafts. 
50. Having the kids do crafts with my sister. 
51. Making crafts with my family and the Prodigal Son skit. 
52. Fun for the children. 
53. The interactive story telling.  I really enjoyed that while learning about the sons. (Prodigal 

Sons) 
54. Spending time with her, seeing and meeting new people. 
55. The play with my child in it. 
56. Discussion/adults. 
57. Singing and games. 
58. Singing. 
59. The bible story. 
60. Interacting with all families. 
61. Music.  

 



Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. It brings everybody together. 
2. It is great for families to connect with the inmates. 
3. It brings families together outside of visitation hall. 
4. It is a pleasant time for moms and children to be together. 
5. It’s a good bonding experience. 
6. It’s fun. 
7. It uplifts the inmates and families. 
8. It lets our families see that we are ok and still having some fun. 
9. The kids get to spent time with mom. 
10. I like to spent time with mom. 
11. It was fun. 
12. It was a fun experience. 
13. It is great to see family come together. 
14. They help to bring the families together. 
15. It is nice to spend time with family. 
16. It is a great way to reunite with your family. 
17. It helps to promote healthy relationships with God. 
18. It is less formal and more real. 
19. I get to see my sister. 
20. It is a relationship builder. 
21. It’s good for inmates to have free time with their families, and to learn about God. 
22. It’s a very good bonding experience. 
23. Very good bonding time. 
24. You can meet nice people. 
25. It’s a great fellowship. 
26. Yes. 
27. It brings people with family and God. 
28. It brings families to God and relationships between families and the inmates. 
29. It’s a special event for families. 
30. It encourages families to come together and worship God. 
31. It brings families together, teaches good lessons, and is fun for all. 
32. It was fun and good bonding time. 
33. It allows families to see each other and builds relationships with others. 
34. Gives great opportunities. 
35. We enjoy spending time with our family. 
36. We see family. 
37. It’s awesome to bond with loved ones in this setting. 
38. It’s a great way to reconnect with family. 
39. It’s nice for the girls to see family. 
40. It is important to keep family connections and faith. 
41. The food. 
42. Great for bonding with family. 
43. Gives families time to see their loved ones and do things together. 
44. It’s a great learning experience about Jesus. 



45. It is interesting and fun. 
46. It was really nice to have my daughter here to learn about God while spending time with me.  

It was very relaxed and easy going. 
47. It’s fun. 
48. Because they bring family together. 
49. It helps our family reflect as well. 
50. It is a nice way for people to meet. 
51. So we can have time with our loved ones have faith. 
52. To bring families together. 
53. Gives hope to all. 
54. It’s a good time with family. 
55. It makes the inmates feel like home. 

I appreciate Prison Fellowship, 1687 Foundation Books, the Guideposts 
Magazines,  Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, donated 
cookies and pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. Continue to do the Lords’ work. 
2. God bless all of you. 
3. It means so, so, much to us! 
4. I appreciate it so much. 
5. You were all so nice and I appreciate everything.  God bless each and every one of you all. 
6. God bless. 
7. Generosity of staff with their time. 
8. I will cherish it forever. 
9. Please keep it going. 
10. It was nice to have dinner with my daughter. 
11. We appreciate everything they did for us. 
12. We appreciated all they did for us. 
13. Thanks. 
14. It was greatly appreciated. 
15. We appreciate everything they did and made it possible to see my wife. 
16. God bless, gladly appreciated you. 
17. I had a great time. 
18. You are awesome. 
19. We appreciate all your hard work. 
20. We appreciate it all. 
21. I appreciate it all. 
22. They are great. 
23. God bless. 
24. We had a great time. 
25. I really appreciate it. 
26. God love them and keep it up. 
27. I am so grateful to have been chosen to participate and enjoy the Christian fellowship.  Thank 

you. 
28. Do this all the time. 
29. Good luck, keep up the good work. 
30. Because of you I got to see my kids after 20 months. 



31. Seeing my mother. 

Miles driven one way to come to the Family Day: 

1, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 20, 23, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 60, 100, 150, 155, 180, drove from Baltimore, 
MD and flew from Albuquerque, NM. 

Additional comments: 

1. Great job. 
2. Thank you and God bless. 
3. Great job. So much fun! 
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